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E. O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SREF 

SUBJ: ATROCITIES COMMITTED AGAINST INDOCHINESE REFUGEES 
EN ROUTE TO MALAYSIA 

1. DURING APRIL 15- MAY 15 TOURS THROUGH MALAYSIAN 
BOAT REEUGEE CAMPS EMBASSY PERSONNEL WERE STRUCK BY 
INCIDENCE OF REPORTS OP CRIMES COMMITTED AGAINST 
INDOCHINESE REFUGEES ON HIGH SEAS. 

2. EXPLOITATION OF REFUGEES IS AN OLD AND OFT REPEATED 
TALE, BUT RAPE, ROBBERY AND MURDER, OUTRIGHT ACTS OP 
SEEMINGLY ORGANIZED PIRACY, ARE NOW REPORTED TO BE 
COMMON OCCURRENCES BY SURVIVORS AMONG REPUGEES WHO HAVE 
FINALLY REACHED ASYLUM IN MALAYSIAN CAMPS. 
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3. FROM 35 PCT TO 50 PCT OF APRIL AND MAY BOAT REFUGEE 
ARRIVALS POLLED INDICATE THAT THEY HAVE BREN 
ACCOSTED AT SEA BY PERSONS KNOWN TO BE THAI 
NATIONALS. STANDARD PLOY POR PIRATES IS TO APPROACH 
REEUGEE VESSELS WITH OFFERS OF FOOD, FUEL AND WATER. 
REEUGEE MEN ARE INVITED ABOARD TO MOVE RELIEF 
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SUPPLIES. MEN ARE COVERED WITH EIREARMS AND ARE 
BOUND. 

4. REEUGEE BOATS ARE THEN BOARDED. PIRATES TAKE 
VIRTUALLY ALL POSSESIONS OE REEUGEES, TO INCLUDE 
CLOTHES AN SHOES, AND, OETEN RAPE FF.MAT.E 
REFUGEES. REEUGEE MEN ARE THROWN INTO SEA AND 
REFUGEE BOATS ARE CUT ADRIFT TO SURVIVE AS BEST THEY 
MIGHT. 

5. EXAMPLE CITED ARE THOSE OF TWO BOATLOADS OF REFUGEES 
NOW IN ASYLUM IN KELANTAN STATE, MALAYSIA. ON OR ABOUT 
APRIL 2, 1978, A SMALL BOATLOAD OF REFUGEES IN THAI 
WATERS, AT A POSITION ESTIMATED TO BE MIDWAY BETWEEN 
TIP OF SOUTH VIET-NAM AND EXTREME NORTHEAST OF 
PENINSULAR MALAYSIA, WAS APPROACHED BY THAI VESSEL. 
REFUGEE BOAT (NO. 1546) WAS BOARDED AND PASSENGERS 
WERE KNIFED. A CRIPPLED BOY, ATTEMPTING TO DEFEND HIS 
SISTERS, WAS THROWN OVERBOARD. HE DROWNED. GIRLS 
WERE RAPED AND ALL POSSESSIONS OF REFUGEES WERE STOLEN 
BY PIRATES. 

6. IN SECOND INSTANCE A SMALL, OVERCROWDED REFUGEE 
VESSEL IN WATERS JUST OFF EAST COAST KRA ISTHMUS 
VICINITY THIA-MALAYSIAN BORDER WAS PILLAGED BY 
PIRATES. A SECOND THAI BOAT SUBSEQUENTLY BOARDED 
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DEFENSELESS REFUGEE CRAFT AT 1530 HOURS (LT) 

MAY 1 1, 1978. CREW, FINDING NOTHING OF VALUE 
LEFT TO STEAL, SHOT REFUGEE BOY FOR SPITE. YOUNG 
MAN NOW RECOVERING IN MALAYSIAN HOSPITAL. THAI 
BOAT NUMBER WAS 0399. 

7. MALAYSIAN POLICE AUTHORITIES EXPRESS NO SURPRISE 
AT RAVAGES OF PIRATES IN THAI- MALAYAISAN WATERS. 

POLICE NOTE MALAY FISHERMEN OFTEN VICTIMIZED BY WELL- 
ORGANIZED THAI PIRATES. LOCAL NEWSPAPER REPORTED 
TODAY THAI POLICEMAN KILLED IN FIREFIGHT BETWEEN 
PIRATES AND THAI POLICE LAUNCH. PIRATES WERE 

ARMED WITH AUTOMATIC WEAPONS AND (M-79) GRENADE 
LAUNCHERS. 

8. THERE IS PROBABLY NO DEARTH OF WEAPONS AVAILABLE 
IN VIET-NAM AFTER WAR YEARS. ARMS RANGING FROM 106 MM 
RECOILLESS RIFLE AND M-60 MACHINEGUNS TO CARBINES AND 
M-I6'S HAVE BEEN CONFISCATED FROM ARRIVING REFUGEES 
BY ROYAL MALAYSIAN POLICE. ARMED REFUGEE VESSELS 
ARE BY FAR EXCEPTIONS, HOWEVER, AND BOATS ARE, AS A 
RULE, EASY MARKS FOR PIRATES. 
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9. GIVEN INCREASING INCIDENCE OE REFUGEES FALLING 
VICTIM TO PIRATES ON HIGH SEAS, DEPARTMENT ADVISED 
OF GROWING HAZARD TO LIVES OF REFUGEES IN HOPES THAT 
MERCHANT VESSELS AND NAVAL UNITS OF ALL NATIONS 
WILL ENDEAVOR TO ASSIST REFUGEES AS THEY ARE 
ENCOUNTERED ON HIGH SEAS. 

MILLER 
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